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• Social media’s role in higher education has been 
focused on the incorporation of this communication 
tool in the classroom setting as well as faculty 
integration.  In the literature on higher educational 
campuses and institutions, there has been little 
focus on the topic of appropriateness 
and students' postings to social media.
• Focus on the appropriateness of postings to social 
media platforms such as Facebook, Twitter, and 
Instagram is significant because it can impact a 
student’s standing at a particular institution or have 
impactful consequences to a student’s educational 
and future employment opportunities.
Sample	and	Methodology
• I chose a grounded theory 
approach for conducting interviews while 
wanting to understand how first-year 
undergraduate students think and evaluate 
the appropriateness of their social media 
postings.
• Using criterion and snowball sampling, my 
recruitment of participants was focused on 
first-year students in first-year residential 
halls at the University of Dayton.
Key	Findings
• Most of my participants had ”Finstas” or a Fake Instagram account that allowed for them to be able to post or have a disregard for inappropriate, 
risky, and edgy emotional material to secondary social media platforms rather than primary social media platforms.
• There was an understanding amongst all participants of the consequences and an awareness regarding inappropriate social media practices.
• Each participant had an evaluation and reflection process about what family, friends, peers would say if they were to post risky, and/or 
inappropriate content on a social media platform.
• The purpose of this qualitative study is to 
understand how first-year undergraduate 
students evaluate the 
appropriateness of (appropriate/risky) 
“behaviors”; that is, of what they publish 
to social media platforms such as 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram.
• My guiding research question was: How 
do students evaluate the appropriateness 
of their social media postings when using 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram?
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